
uDon't waste your time collecting other people's
autographs. Devote it to making your own autograph
worth collecting." -George Bernard Shaw
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ambino's last blast ball could fetch
250,000

The last home run ball hit by Babe Ruth will be up for bid dur-
ing Memory Lane, Inc.'s ongoing Premiere Collectibles Auction.
The baseball is expected to hammer for between $100,000 and
$250,000, according to Memory Lane's Roger Cameron.

The baseball has an intriguing history. On August 23, 1942,
The Sultan of Swat faced Hall of Fame pitcher Walter Johnson in
a home run derby of sorts staged as a fundraiser benefiting the
Army-Navy Relief Fund. Between games of a Yankees-Washing-
ton Senators double header, Johnson threw ten pitches to Ruth.

The Bambino had retired in 1936. Johnson hadn't pitched
since 1935. Age and rust didn't stop either man. Delighting the

more than 69,000 fans in attendance, Ruth swatted
one of "The Big Train's" pitches into the right

r field stands.
The line drive slammed into the seats

and bounced high into the air. The ball skit-
tered to a stop at the feet of lrving Balthazar
and his 1S-year-old son, Robed. According

fhe Bobe's "lost home run boll." Photo
Gourlesy of Memory Lone, Inc.

eBav halts auction of letters
penned by Ganidian child killer

The recent attempted sale of letters written by one of Cana-
da's most notorious criminals sparked controversy and resulted in
the delisting of the auction from eBay Canada.

In January, eBay officials halted the auction of 33 letters
penned by Karla Homolka to a former co-worker. The handwritten
and signed letters featured stickers and cartoons.

Homolka pleaded guilty in 1993 to helping her former husband
Paul Bernardo kidnap, rape, torture, murder and dispose of the
bodies of three Ontario girls, including her own sister, between
1990 and 1993. Homolka told authorit ies she was her husband's
sex slave and acted on his command. ln exchange for testifying
against her ex-husband, Homolka received a reduced sentence.
The case made worldwide headlines.

Homolka served a l2-year prison sentence. She was released
July 4, 2005. The attempted auction immediately preceded the
January 20 Canadian release of the Hollywood film Karla.

The letters had attracted a high bid of $1,625 at the time of
the delisting. However, an eBay spokesperson said they violated
the company's offensive materials policy. eBay's policy states that
the online auctioneer can remove listings for items "closely as-
sociated with individuals notorious for committing murderous acts
within the last 100 years."

The letter's seller, Wendy Lutczyn, is a former friend of
Homolka and knows one of Bernardo's raoe victims. In a newspa-
per article published in Canada's National Post, Lutczyn said she
hoped to use the sale's proceeds to assist the woman. "l just feel
something is owed to her for what this has done to her l i fe." Lutc-
zyn indicated that she is now considering burning the letters.

-Joshua Platt

to Robed Balthazar, now 78,
his father retrieved the ball.
The Balthazars attended the
game with Russ O'Brien, a
family friend. O'Brien, says
Balthazar, had a Yankee
Stadium press pass.

Following the game,
O'Brien took the ball into the
locker room. Ruth inked the
sweet spot. Johnson signed
the right panel. Hall of Fame
umpire Bil ly Evans, who of-
ficiated the home run contest, added his signature to the top panel
of the official American League ball.

Balthazar kept the baseball, his prized possession, for 53
years. In 1995 Balthazar gave his grandson, Joey Buck, the ball as
a birthday present. Buck is now selling the historic orb.

More information about the ball's orovenance is available at
www.MemoryLanelnc.com. The auction closes at 11 p.m. (EST)
on Thursday, March 30. Autograph Collector will report the ball's
hammer price in an upcoming issue.

-Joshua Platt

Llovd Bowman wins Jamie Lee Gurtis
aut-ograph

Congratulations to AC reader Lloyd Bowman of Evergreen
Park, l l l inois. Lloyd won a Jamie Lee Curtis autograph in our De-
cember monthly drawing.

Every month, AutographCollector.com has a free online draw-
ing for an autograph of a celebrity appearing in that month's issue.
You don't have to buy anything to enter. Just click the l ink on the
AutographCollector.com homepage or in the eZine.

Don't have Internet access? You can enter by mail by writing
"Enter me in the monthly drawing!" on a postcard with your name,
address and phone number, and mailing it to: Autograph Collector
Monthly Drawing, 510 S. Corona Mall, Suite A, Corona, CA 92879.

Way to go, Lloyd...and thanks for entering!

Ruth boFing: Bqbe Ruth fqces off qgoinst
Wolter Johnson during o chority fundroiser
on Augusl 23, 1942. Photo courtesy of
Memory lone, Inc.
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