
"lf they want an autograph from Patti LaBelle,
they are going to get it.D-Patti LaBelle
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Sports stars aid hurrioane relief efforts
usicians weren't the only ones helping raise
money for victims of Hurricane Katrina. Sports
figures, including some athletes directly af-
fected by the storm, signed autographs to

assist in fundraising efforts.
According to the Pittsburgh Steelers' website, a special

team autograph session-featuring 37 Steelers players as well
as coaches and student-athletes from the University of Pitts-
burgh-yielded $42,620. The Steelers organization matched
the amount, bringing the total to $85,240.

Tennessee Titans quafterback Steve McNair was born and
raised in Mississippi, played his college ball at Alcorn State
University, and maintains a home in the Gulf Coast region
of the Magnolia State. Through his charitable foundation,
McNair funneled money to relief efforts. Fans making a $100
contribution on www.steveairmcnair.com received a personally
autographed photo from McNair.

During the International League (AAA Minor League)
baseball playoffs, the Buffalo Bisons held a raffle for auto-
graphed team memorabilia as part of its fundraising etforts.
The event raised $6,000 for the American Red Cross Disaster
Relief fund.

Hoop stars also got into the action, with some of basket-
ball's biggest names visiting evacuees in Houston's George
R. Brown Convention Center.

Among those taking part were Ron Artest, Chauncey
Billups, Carlos Boozer, Kevin Garnett, LeBron James and
Stephon Marbury. The players played with children in the
shelter, signed autographs and greeted fans. They later par-
ticipated in a charity basketball game, which raised money
for relief efforts.

ln an article in USA Today, James described the contri-
bution he and his fellow athletes were making. "Hopefully,"
James said, "we can put some smiles on their faces and
maybe, for just that little moment, they cannot think about
what happened."

-Joshua Platt
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Monumenl Pqrk is hollowed ground for mony Yonkee fons. Photo by
Ariefe Goldmqn /Qourlesy New York Yonkees

Auction scheduled for Yankee
Stadium's Monument Park

ankee Stadium's famed Monument Park will
serve as the venue for "one of the greatest
soorts auctions ever held" when Yankee-
Steiner Col lect ibles teams up with Grey

Flannel Auctions to sell signed and unsigned "historic
memorabilia" in early December.

Items up for bid include more than 250 autographed
balls, bats, helmets, gloves, jerseys and bases, many of
them game-used. The Yankee Stadium organ and the
replica of the Stadium facade that hung in the Bombers'
locker room are among the "jewels" of the unsigned
memorabilia on the block.

Many Yankee fans consider Monument Park to
be hallowed ground. Added during the renovations to
Yankee Stadium in the 1970s, the park (located near
the bullpen in left field) immortalizes Yankee all{ime
greats. lt features five red granite monuments honoring
Lou Gehrig, Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, Joe DiMaggio
and Miller Huggins, plus '19 plaques and displays of
the team's retired numbers. There are also monuments
paying tribute to two popes, John lV and John Paul ll,
who celebrated masses before capacity crowds at the
Stadium in 1965 and 1979, respectively.

The Yankees teamed with Steiner Soorls to form
Yankee-Steiner Collectibles in December 2004. The
company offers fans and autograph collectors access
to Major League Baseball-approved memorabilia, which
has been authenticated by on-site auditors from Deloitte
& Touche USA LLP as paft of MLB's authentication
program.

The Monument Park auction is scheduled for De-
cember 8-9. For more information, including a complete
catalog, visit www.greyf lannelauctions.com.

-Joshua Platt
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